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PARTICIPATING INSTITUTIONS

ÅCOLEGIO DE MARIANGELA

ÅCOLEGIO CAMPESTRE SAN DIEGO

ÅCOLEGIO TILATÁ

ÅCOLEGIO TRINIDAD DEL MONTE

ÅFUNDACIÓN GIMNASIO CAMPESTRE

ÅFUNDACIÓN GIMNASIO LOS PORTALES

ÅFUNDACIÓN IDEALES ςGIMNASIO SANTA ANA



RESEARCH QUESTION

WHAT ARE THE CONCEPTIONS AND

ASPIRATIONS ON BILINGUALISM AND

BILINGUAL EDUCATION OF PARENTS,

STUDENTS, ALUMNAE, DIRECTORS, AND

TEACHERS IN SIX PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS 
IN BOGOTA AND CUNDINAMARCA?



SUPPORTING RESEARCHQUESTIONS ς
PART I

ÅHOW DO PARENTS UNDERSTAND 
BILINGUALISM AND BILINGUAL EDUCATION?

ÅWHAT ARE THEIR EXPECTATIONS REGARDING 
BILINGUALISM AND BILINGUAL EDUCATION?

ÅDO THEY HAVE FIXED IDEAS ABOUT WHAT 
BILINGUALISM IS?

ÅARE THESE IDEAS INCOHERENT, ARBITRARY OR 
INCONSISTENT?

ÅARE PARENTS AWARE OF THEIR OWN BELIEFS?



EPISTEMOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK

THIS RESEARCH IS FRAMED IN A DESCRIPTIVE

INTERPRETATIVE PARADIGM.

DESCRIPTIVE:PRETENDS TO DESCRIBE THE

CONCEPTIONS AND ASPIRATIONS OF PARENTS ON

BILINGUALISM AND BILINGUAL EDUCATION.

INTERPRETATIVE:ALLOWS TO COMPREHEND THE

BELIEFS AND EXPECTATIONS OF THIS POPULATION.



LEADS TO KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION THAT

CONTRIBUTES TO THE UNDERSTANDING  OF THIS

PHENOMENON TO ENLIGHTEN POLICY AND

STRATEGIC PLANS OF SCHOOLS IN THIS MATTER. 



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

ÅPARENTS´ BELIEFS AND CONCEPTIONS

ÅWHAT WE KNOW TODAY ABOUT 
BILINGUALISM AND BILINGUAL EDUCATION

ÅTHE EFFECTS OF BILINGUALISM ON 
COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT

ÅAFFECTION AND BILINGUALISM



PILOT STUDY

A PILOT STUDY WAS CARRIED OUT IN ORDER TO

VALIDATE THE QUESTIONAIRE.



ÅPARENTS SURVEYED RANDOMLY: 615

ÅTOTAL OF PARENTS: 4900 

ÅNUMBER OF SCHOOLS:  6 IN BOGOTÁ AND 2 
CUNDINAMARCA

ÅSAMPLE: 12.5% 

ÅMETHOD: RANDOM AND SIMPLE SAMPLING

ÅRELIABILITY LEVEL: 95%

SAMPLE CHARACTERIZATION



RESULTS



1. PARENTS PERSONAL

DATA



TOTAL OF PARENTS SURVEYED



AGE RANKS



FEMALE

MALE

NO ANSWER

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY GENDER



NATIONALITY



GRADUATED FROM A BILINGUAL SCHOOL 



ENGLISH REQUIRED AT THE UNIVERSITY 



ENGLISH REQUIRED FOR WORK 
PERFORMANCE



2. PARENTS´ BELIEFS ON 
BILINGUALISM



WHAT DO YOU UNDERSNTAND BY 
BILINGUALISM?

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

SAME LEVEL OF PROFICIENCY IN 
SPANISH AND ENGLISH

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IN ENGLISH

ABILITY IN THE FOUR SKILLS

78%

17%

14%



PARENTS BELIEVE THAT BILINGUALISM:

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

AFFECTS NEGATIVELY THE 
COLOMBIAN IDENTITY

FAVORS COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT

FAVORS THE DEVELOPPMENT OF 
ACADEMIC ABILITIES

CONTRIBUTES TO THE KNOWLEDGE 
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0%

47%

47%

32%



CONCERNS ABOUT THEIR CHILDREN 
LEARNING A SECOND LANGUAGE



3. PARENTS EXPECTATIONS

ON BILINGUAL EDUCATION



ACADEMIC CONTENTS THROUGH WHICH 
ENGLISH SHOULD BE TAUGHT



WEEKLY HOURS THAT SHOULD BE 
TAUGHT IN ENGLISH



IMPORTANCE OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION

STATUS



EXPECTATIONS ON BILINGUAL EDUCATION


